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SURJECTY: Use of Ki~4 Photography to Bstimate Free Vorld
Agricultural Production

1. At the request of Chief, COMIREX, I participated
ia a meetiag on the above subject at NPIC oan 10 September,
chaired by Doa Steiaiager, of tbhe Waite House Staff,
Chairmas of the Steering Committee for Project ARGO. (The
sanes of other persoms atteadiag are showa on the attached
1ist.) Steiniager opened the meeting by stating that it
had beea called to select for teasibility studies, specific
Free Yerld areas for which Ki-4 photography is already
available. Before exploring this subject, however, he
asked me to comment on the curreat status of the Agency's
RAD program oa this subject.

2. 1 therefore sumsarized briefly the methodology
developed by ORD | imeluding its study
of appropriate smulsions, sampling techatiques, and
analytical means for estimating screage aad yield. 1 thea
soted that the results of the 1967 pilot test agaimst
spring wvheat in North Dakota, for which = high degree of
estimating accuracy was reported, are now uader review ina
IAS and OBR. I comcluded by explaimiag that {if this
evaluation proves to be favorable, we will cousider
extending the test program to rice culture and exploriay
the compatibility with CONMIREX collectios requiremeats
and NRO flight programs. Ia this briefiag I emphasimed
that we are sainly iaterested im estimating the prodwction
of major creps ia demied aress, and that at the preseat
time our major target is rice culture in Communist Chisa.
I wvas supported substantially is this briefing by |
Qm“" O/CRD/DDSAT, the senior Ageacy persoa responsible

or

3. Jollowiag some discussioa oﬂ ‘”tc reported
that an isteasive search had disclosed very little KR4
imagery over the Pree Vorld that met requiremeats for
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agricultural estimatiag -~ repeated coverage of the sawe
areas during a siagle ng season, by clowd free
imagery of useable quility. After viewiag the list of
loeations, | |of AID stated peintedly that the 25X1
available imagery was of little iaterest to AID because
it did mot imclude exteasive coverage of major less
developed couatries such as Iadia, Pakistaa, and Turkey.

4. Por Agriculture, | | expressed the 25X1
more comprehensive objective of estimatiag world preduction
of some twelve food crops aad livestock iaveatory. He,
too, imdicated disappointwent at the limited quantity of
useable fils over Free World areas for which ground truth
is also available, as a basis for the preparation of
feasibility studies ( \ 25X1
ARGO's Project Coamtracter). faitial reactios was LN
that the ocaly availadle repetitive coverage was that over
the Soviet Ukraine. XNe will coasult with his people to
determine whether groumd truth of acreage and ylelds
would support the use of this film for a feasibility
study. Other altermatives would imnclude the use of KN4
cover over the US for similar purposes, altheugh 25X1

iaterest ia besic food crops probably elimianates
a sumber of US locations, such as Phoeaix, Arisoma, amnd
the Imperial Valley in California, for which most of the
svailable imagery pertains to specialty crops.  |will 25X1
discuss with his people and advise| = |comceraing 25X1
future iateatioas.

S. will cossult furtber with CIA
intelligence components oa the asvailability of KB4

(nhoteltanlzog;howrro. Vorld and oa the progress of 55X1

€. 1In conclusion I judge that Agriculture amd AID
require further clarification comceraing the exteat to
vhich the preseat and asticipated WRO ccllection prograas
csa support the interests of nos-intelligence agencies,
together with the conditioms uader which such support
night be provided.

7. Exploitation of overhead imagery to estimate
agricultural preoduction is not comparable to the
idemtification of strategic objects, dut requires a
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relatively complex operatiocsal methodology, the teasi-
pility of which iz still beimg explored. Agriculture aad
AID need to bs further apprised of this coasideratiomn and
of the desirability of coerdimsting the overall effort

of the govermment in this direction.
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Attachment:
List of attendees
m'"“:t:::' Chief, COMIREX
Copy hie
A/DD/1
D/ORR

Chief, D/0/0RD/DDBAY
Chief, B/C, Chief, C/R
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Primcipal Attendees, Ad Noc NMeeting om Availability
Overhead Imagery for Estimating Agricultural Produc:
im Free World Areas, 10 September 1968, at NWPIC
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